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Dear Professor Priestley, 
 
Independent review 
 
 
I am writing to you as Convener of the Scottish Parliament’s Education and Skills 
Committee to offer our involvement in the upcoming short term review you will lead 
into the events following the cancellation of the exam diet and the alternative 
certification model put in place by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA). We 
understand that this review will report within five weeks, although we would welcome 
a more specific timescale when this is available. 
 
As a Committee, we have extensive experience of scrutinising the SQA’s performance 
and role throughout this parliamentary session. We took a keen interest in the 
operation of the 2020 exam diet, taking evidence in May and August of this year from 
the SQA and writing to the SQA following the cancellation of the exam diet. 
 
We appreciate that the review you are leading will require input from a number of 
stakeholders, not least those young people and their families impacted by the 
cancellation of the exam diet and the consequences of this. However, we believe our 
experience of scrutinising the SQA, particularly this year, would be of assistance and 
should you consider it helpful, we are available to meet with you in person.  
 
It is absolutely for you as the head of the independent review to decide whether such 
a discussion would be useful to inform the review. The Committee agreed that I should 
write to you so that there can be no doubt on your part of our willingness to assist and 
of the interest in your progress from the Committee.  
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I appreciate that you will be very busy in the coming weeks with the independent 
review, but would be grateful for an early reply confirming the timescale of the review. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


